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Synopsis

This revised, expanded, and updated edition of the 1979 landmark Breaking the Magic Spell
examines the enduring power of fairy tales and the ways they invade our subjective world. In seven
provocative essays, Zipes discusses the importance of investigating oral folk tales in their
socio-political context and traces their evolution into literary fairy tales, a metamorphosis that often
diminished the ideology of the original narrative. Zipes also looks at how folk tales influence our
popular beliefs and the ways they have been exploited by a corporate media network intent on
regulating the mystical elements of the stories. He examines a range of authors, including the
Brothers Grimm, Hans Christian Anderson, Ernst Bloch, Tolkien, Bettelheim, and J.K. Rowling to

demonstrate the continuing symbiotic relationship between folklore and literature.
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Customer Reviews

| really love Jack Zipes, and this is one of his helpful books for folklorists, and amateurs who enjoy
reading fairy tales. It presents a variety of 'radical’ theories about the meaning and construction of
fairy tales. Many of the theories are no longer quite so radical. The book also gives you a good

overview of feminist theories about the tales, some of which will surprise. Among other things, that
fairy tales are not always about the subjugation of silly blond princesses. | reccomend this book as

an intro to folk and fairy tale theory.

| wish | could find more books like this, with critical commentary on the development of fairy



tales.Unfortunately, the author is a professor of German, and uses a lot of German terms without

necessarily translating them, which got confusing for this non-German speaking reader.

The book was originally published in 1979, with this new edition coming along in 2002. The feminist
interpretations of fairy tales have gained a lot of attention since the book appeared (see most any
Angela Carter, my personal choice isA The Infernal Desire Machines of Doctor Hoffman) and it
would be hard to consider that radical today. Still, the discussion of latent fascism ("Might makes
right") and Utopian idealism are excellent and thought provoking. The book was originally written at
least in part a response to the popularity (late 1960s and early 1970s) of Tolkien and Narnia. The
update adds in Harry Potter and reconnects us to popularity of the folk tale in mass market
literature."In Pittsburgh, PA, a burglar lost his shoe as he fled from the home of Mrs. M., age 43.
Patrolmen arrested R.T., age 20, who was sitting shoeless in a nearby bar. Authorities said a shoe
matching the one found in the M. home was discovered behind the bar." - Winnipeg Free Press,

April 14, 1972Cinderella is all around us.

Fairy tales are an important part of our personal lives. We all grew up most probably hearing these
tales before our bed times. These tales do include much of the wisdom we today accept as common
knowedge. We need to better appreciate their importance not only to children, but to the child within

all of us.

| was really disappointed by this e-book. | found the style of presentation and the way the content
was presented really detracted from what | usually find to be very interesting themes.| think that
there are other books of Zipes’ that cover this material in a much clearer and appealing way, such

as 'The Irresistible Fairy Tale’.

One of the earlier book from Zipes that discussed about the role and, most importantly | think, the

need for such genre to exist from culture to culture.

It is very interesting and it gives you so much information about the fairy tales and the mass media

industry.
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